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FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 


Morris Bram 



Dear Friends: 

The Greater Miami Beach International Coin Convention has come and 
gone, but it is certainly not forgotten. Thanks to our General Chairman, Jack 
Garfield, and everyone who assisted him, this convention was a tremendous 
success. I would also like to extend my thanks to Amos Press (Coin World) 
and Krause Publications (Numismatic News and World Coin News) for their 
very fine coverage of the many events that took place. The public turnout was 
overwhelming, the dealers were happy, and the exhibits were superb. Con- 
gratulations to Sidney Olson, who won Best of Show for his Kibbutz collec- 
tion of tokens. 

We are now preparing for elections. Shortly, you will be receiving your 
Election Ballot with the names of the candidates for members of the Board of 
Directors of A.I.N.A. These ballots are being sent out to Life Members and 
those members who have paid their 1981 dues. The ballots must be returned 
to the A.I.N.A. office by April 15th. Please vote, as it is not only your 
privilege, but your duty to select people for the Board who will help to run 
A.I.N.A, for you. We need the best leadership in order to thrive. 

You will be receiving this issue of The SHEKEL while we are on our 13th 
Study Tour to Israel. As usual, it will be a fun Numismatic Holiday. Wish you 
were all able to be with us! However, if you missed this year’s tour, remember 
that 1982 will be the 15th Anniversary of A.I.N.A. To commemorate that 
important anniversary, we have plans for one of the most special tours ever. 
We are now accepting deposits for the dates of March 11-25, 1982. 

Our 9th Greater New York Coin Convention will be held on April 30th 
through May 3rd, 1981 at the New York Sheraton Hotel. If you would like to 
be an exhibitor, please let us know as soon as possible, while there is still 
room available. During this convention, we will be having a meeting of our 
entire Board of Directors. If any of you have constructive suggestions you 
would like me to present to the Board, I would like to hear from you. Also, we 
hope to see a large number of you at our Annual Membership Meeting at 11:00 
A.M., Sunday, May 3rd. Remember, A.I.N.A. is your organization. That is 
why member participation is so very important and necessary. I look forward 
to meeting with you. Until then. 


Shalom. 
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1981 AINA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
ELECTION NOTICE 


The A.I.N.A. elections for the year 1981 will consist of the election of three 
National Directors, three Regional Directors and one Dealer. 

The Regional Directors will consist of the following: 

One (1) covering Area 4 — EAST 
One (1) covering Area 6 — MIDWEST 
One (1) covering Area 7 — WEST 

Any paid-up member of A.I.N.A. is eligible to run for office. 

If anybody is interested in running for the Office of Director and requires 
information as to the procedures, please write to the 

Office Administrator of A.I.N.A., 

P.O. Box 25790, 

Tamarac, Florida 33320. 

°?° 


We will then send the necessary information and petition forms. This is a 
very important function of A.I.N.A., and we would appreciate hearing from 
all those interested in participating. 




In preparation for the Elections, 
the following committee has been appointed: 

Election Committee: Jack L. Burman 
Rose Kantor 
Roy Miller 

The election procedure this year is as follows: 

The ballots will be sent directly to the Office of Bergman & Schuchman, the 
American Israel Numismatic Association’s certified accountants. The count- 
ing of the ballots will be done by our auditing firm who will certify to the 
audit, and they will be assisted in their count by the Election Committee. 


Therefore, it is incumbent upon anyone interested in running for office to 
contact the A.I.N.A. office for information and petitions prior to February 1, 
1981. 
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Numismatic convention features Israel coin displays 


By MORT LUXNER, Associate Editor 


The long awaited International Coin 
Convention's annual event in Florida for 
numismatists, culminated with a gala dinner 
banquet at Miami Beach’s Deauville Hotel, 
sponsored by the American Israel Numismatic 
Association. A.I.N.A. president, Morris Bram. 
offered two outstanding coin experts, Harry 
Forman and Don Kagin. Panel moderator was 
Stanley Yulish and Sidney Olson performed as 
Master of Ceremonies General Chairman of the 
International Convention of coin collectors was 
Jack Garfield Bram reports that the next 
national convention is scheduled for four days, 
from April 30th through May 3rd, 1981 at New 
York’s Sheraton Hotel. For further information 
about the national organization, contact The 
American Israel Numismatic Association, Inc,, 
P 0. Box 25790. Tamarac, Florida 33320 The 
phone number of the national office is (305) 
726-0333. 

Top feature of the International Convention 
was the elaborate Kagen-Maremba collection of 
world-famous Israeli coins, medals and 
banknotes Present at the reception, representing 
the press, were Nathan Sobel, Editor of “The 


Shekel ", official A.I.N A. magazine. Trey 
Foerster. Associate Editor of “World Coin 
News”, Herb Kwart. Coin Editor of “The Miami 
News" and The Jewish Chronicle’s" own 
Editor. Linda Baron and Penny Gold, coin 
columnist. 

The numismatic activities of the Israel 
Government were launched in 1958 by the 
country’s Tenth Anniversary Committee. In 1961, 
upon the recommendation of the late Prime 
Minister David Ben-Gurion, it was decided to 
constitute an independent government-owned 
company. Thus, what had been the Coins and 
Medals Department of the Prime Minister's 
office, became the Israel Government Coins and 
Medals Corporation. 

The major responsibility of the Corporation, as 
laid down by the Government, is to commemo- 
rate historical and national events of importance, 
as well as scientific, cultural and other 
achievements of the State of Israel. Thanks to the 
dedicated, high quality work of the Corporation 
(known as IGCAMC) , significant events in the 
history of the Jew ish people and the State of Israel 
have been recorded for all time in the unique form 
of commemorative coins and state medallions, 
and are appreciated by numismatists the world 


over, not only for their intrisic beauty, but also as 
very thoughtful gifts whose value can only 
increase with time. 



Nathan Sobel, editor of The Shekel and Morris 
Bram, president of A.I.N.A, 

Photo by Linda Baron 


Vets honor U.S. hostages 


Jewish War 


BY LINDA BARON 
EDITOR 


SUNRISE: By the time this article appears, 52 
Americans who were held hostage in Iran will be 
safe at home with their families 
Last Sunday at the Sunrise Ball Park, more 
than 100 Broward residents gathered together to 
hope, pray and honor the American hostages 


Kretchman Post 730 of the Jewish War Veterans 
and its Ladies Auxiliary. 

Fifty-two yellow ribbons were tied to a tree to 
represent each American that was taken hostage 
444 days ago. Eight gold stars were tacked onto 
the same tree to represent the eight U S. 
servicemen who gave their lives in the 
unsuccessful rescue attempt 

Many local dignataries were present including 


salute as official buglar for the JWV 730 post, 
Hyman Fineberg played taps 
Througbt this whole tribute, an airplane 
overhead displayed a banner stating. “FREE 
THE HOSTAGES” 



See Pictorial Presentation — pages 23, 24, 25 
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THE EDITOR’S COLUMN 



Dear Readers, 

It’s now back to the editor’s brief- 
case, after a hectic week at the 
Greater Miami Beach Mid-Winter 
Coin Convention. It was good seeing 
all of you once again. I especially 
enjoyed my welcome — “Where’s 
the Shekel?” “How many copies did 
you bring?” “You mis-spelled my 
name”; “It’s the wrong zip-code.” 
Well, that’s the trials and tribula- 
tions of being an editor. 

Back to the serious side — I would 
like to thank all of you for your 
support and assistance. Without 
your encouragement, “The Shekel” 
wouldn’t be what it is; it’s your in- 
put for my output. 

I hope you enjoyed the last two 
issues honoring two great centenar- 
ians; Jabotinsky and Einstein. These 
two men have been visionaries, and 
have shaped the future of Israel and 
the universe respectively. We felt 
that it was most appropriate and 
timely to add our “two sheqels” as 
part of the tribute to them. 

For all of you who could not at- 
tend the convention, we are featur- 
ing a pictorial story of people, 
places and events that took place. 
We even made the front cover of the 
West Broward Jewish Cronicle. 

We are proud to feature in this 


issue an in-depth study of the Pid- 
yon Haben coins by Bernard 
Hoenig, as well as a variety of other 
interesting subjects from all corners 
of the world: Sidney Olson’s Den- 
mark and the Jews; Joseph Eidel- 
berg’s Japanese Connection; Eli 
Semmelman’s Jewish Soviet Writer 
Ehrenbourg and French Biographer 
Andre Maurois; and Ed Baruch’s 
Mexican Quetzacoatl. We believe 
this is the first time we have numis- 
matically covered the world. 

There are several “numisteries” 
in the “Letters to the Editor.” Could 
you help? 

Our next issue will highlight a 
major, in-depth study and medallic 
tribute to “Jewish War Veterans of 
the United States,” by Dr. Uriel Paul 
Federbush. It should prove to be a 
most interesting. 

Many thanks to all the contribu- 
tors. Keep the flow of articles com- 
ing. 

And a special note of thanks to 
Donna Sims for a diligent job in 
preparing the Club Bulletin. Donna, 
it’s a real professional job. 

Shalom, 

Nathan Sobel, NLG 
Editor 
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ISRAEL’S PIDYON HABEN COINAGE: 
THE TIMELESS COMMEMORATIVE 


by D. Bernard Hoenig 



They are not the most beautiful of 
Israel’s commemoratives. Their de- 
signs cannot compare to many of the 
famous Anniversary coins — The Re- 
turn of the Exiles , Bar Mitzvah, Sea- 
faring, Jerusalem Reunited and so 
many others. And yet, no other coin 
in Israel’s history has excited and 
captured the imagination of world 
Jewry as much as the Pidyon Haben 
coinage issued between 1970 and 
1977. 

Although classified as “com- 
memoratives,” they are in reality the 
ultimate trade coins, designed for ac- 
tual religious use — the Redemption 
of the First Born Jewish Son from 
Temple service. As such, the mint- 
ing of the Pidyon Haben series by the 
Bank of Israel was a touch of creative 
genius with overtones of religious 
inspiration. It has enhanced the 
practice of one of Judaism’s oldest 
and most cherished traditions. 

Ordained by G-d during the Exo- 
dus from Egypt, it has been contin- 
ually observed by traditional Jews 
for more than 4,000 years. Neverthe- 
less, despite its colorful pageantry 
and long-standing practice, the Pid- 
yon Haben ceremony has also been 
one of the most misunderstood rit- 
uals, often castigated as sexist and 


discriminatory, anachronistic and 
meaningless. It is restricted only to a 
naturally-born first male child; nor 
does the child qualify if the mother 
has a prior record of stillbirth or mis- 
carriage or is the daughter of a Co- 
hain or Levite . Its intended purpose 
is to obtain the release of the infant 
from Temple service — a particularly 
perplexing problem since the Tem- 
ple was destroyed 2,011 years ago. 

Nevertheless, a review of the Pid- 
yon Haben’s sources in the Torah 
reveals that, far from being empty 
and obsolete, the ritual is one of Ju- 
daism’s most significant acts of faith 
and love. At its root is the episode of 
the Tenth plague which caused the 
death of Egypt’s first-born sons im- 
mediately prior to the Israelite de- 
parture. As explained in Exodus 
(12:22, 23), but for G-d’s interven- 
tion, that last terrifying plague 
would have affected the Israelite 
children, as well. 

“. . .and ye shall take a bunch of 
hyssop and dip it into the blood 
of the Paschal Iamb . . . and 
strike the lintel and the two 
doorposts . . . For the Lord will 
pass over the door and will not 
allow the Destroyer to come in 
unto your house to smite you.” 



1971 Pidyon Haben Coin 

6 


Thus miraculously spared, the 
Jewish first-born was “acquired” by 
G-d to serve as Priest and Aide in the 
Sanctuary. It was to be an eternal 
debt of gratitude, an acknowledg- 
ment of G-d’s special love for the 
B’cho r, the first-born son. 

. .for on the day that I smote 
all the first-born of Egypt , I hal- 
lowed unto Me all the first-born 
of Israel .” 

In essence, then, the unique posi- 
tion of the male first-born was based 
upon those Biblical events and not 
as a result of any chauvinistic or 
male dominated ideology, as has of- 
ten been suggested. Yet, if the ritual 
is designed to be a ceremony of con- 
secration, then the act of redemption 
from Temple service seems to be an 
inconsistent concept— the simulta- 
neous giving and taking back of a 
gift. 

Within this contradiction, how- 
ever, is a profound Judaic philos- 
ophy that emphasizes the impor- 
tance of the family unit. Without the 
act of redemption, the first-born son 
would have been required to devote 
himself exclusively to the priest- 
hood, G-d, however, desires no ex- 
clusive servitude from any man or 
woman. Even priests must lead nor- 
mal lives — which include marriage 
and child-rearing. 

In his treatise on the role of the 
first-born, the noted 19th century 
rabbinic scholar, Samson Raphael 


Hirsch stated that “they were to be 
like all other sons — an integral and 
utimate part of the ordinary family 
life ... for it is not, indeed, in the 
Temple, but in the home where the 
calling is fulfilled in its truer, ulti- 
mate reality.” 

In a larger sense, the Pidyon Ha- 
ben celebrates the national redemp- 
tion of the Israelites from bondage, 
no less than the Passover Seder or 
the eating of Matzos. It also consti- 
tuted a bold challenge to those an- 
cient religions which sanctified their 
first born children through human 
sacrifice — a practice vehemently 
condemned by Judaism. Thus, the 
Pidyon Haben ritual was a declara- 
tion of human dignity and worth, 
two ideals that are, unfortunately, 
still alien to many nations today. 

Until the episode of ther Golden 
Calf — when the Jews rebelled and 
erected an idol made of gold — the 
first-born sons constituted the Israel- 
ite priesthood. Because of their ac- 
tive involvement in that rebellion, 
they were permanently replaced by 
the Levites in a mass redemption 
ceremony that signified the end of 
their religious leadership. 

As related in the Torah (Numbers, 
3) the proceeding was carried out 
with all of the ceremony of court- 
martialed officers being drummed 
out of the military. Israel’s first-born 
sons who were twenty years old and 
younger were designated by Moses 



Obverse 



Reverse 


1972 Pidyon Haben Coin 
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Obverse 


Reverse 



1973 Pidyon 

to represent the priestly class. They 
numbered 22,273 in contrast to the 
Levite contingency of 22,000 men. 
Since the exchange was to be on a 
one for one basis, Moses placed 
22,000 “Levi” ballots into a box to- 
gether with 273 enscribed with the 
words, “Five Shekalim.” The first 
22,000 first-born who drew the pa- 
pers marked “Levi” were redeemed 
for the 22,000 Levites; those who 
picked “Five Shekalim” were ex- 
changed for five silver pieces, dupli- 
cating their original Pidyon Haben 
ceremonies when they were thirty 
days old. 

Because of its dramatic impact, 
this event is often erroneously be- 
lieved to be the real source of the 
Pidyon Haben ritual. In fact, it was 
just a collateral episode that was ac- 
tually unrelated to the religious rite 
commanded by G-d during the Exo- 
dus from Egypt. 

The designation of Five Shekalim 
is derived from Chapter 27 of the 



Haben Coin 

Book of Leviticus, An elaborate sys- 
tem was established to fix the 
amount of a free-will offering to the 
Sanctuary; i.e. where a person makes 
a contribution solely for personal or 
altruistic reasons. The determining 
factor was the donor’s theoretical 
value on the labor market. For exam- 
ple, a man between the ages of 20 
and 60 was “worth” fifty Shekels; a 
woman, thirty Shekels. Above 60 
years, the valuation was fifteen 
Shekels for the male and ten for the 
female. The amount for children be- 
tween one month old and five years 
old was five Shekels for a boy and 
three for a girl. Thus, the Five Sheka- 
lim for the Pidyon Haben. 

While the ritual of the Pidyon Ha- 
ben is still performed as it was so 
many centuries ago, its symbolic 
coinage has undergone significant 
changes that parallel the history of 
the Jewish people. Each of the Five 
Shekalim used during the Israelite 



Obverse 


Reverse 




1975 Pidyon Haben Coin 


sojourn in the Sinai was a “Holy 
Shekel,” consisting of 20 grams of 
silver. Although most numismatists 
believe this Biblical Shekel to have 
been only a metallic weight, the To- 
rah constantly refers to it as an actual 
coin and many commentaries con- 
firm it as such. 

Once the Jews entered the Prom- 
ised Land, they adopted the curren- 
cy of surrounding nations, including 
stones, metals and other standards of 
exchange. Ironically, one of the most 
important “Jewish” coins was actu- 
ally of pagan origin — the famous 
Phoenician Shekel of Tyre which 
contained a portrait of the despised 
deity called Baal. Because of its high 
silver content and universal accept- 


ance in the market place, the priests 
reluctantly allowed it to be utilized 
for the Temple tax and Pidyon Ha- 
ben ceremony. 

It was not until the War of the Jews 
against Rome between 66 and 70 C.E, 
that the Shekel was restored as a true 
Judaic coin. Approximately 100,000 
new coins were struck from melted- 
down Phoenician Shekels that had 
been stored in the Temple’s treasury. 
It was a majestic piece, depicting, on 
one side, three budding pomegran- 
ates and a jeweled chalice on the 
reverse. (See “The SHEKEL” logo, 
front cover.) During its short, but ele- 
gant, life, the “Shekel of Israel” was 
employed for the redemption ritual 
as an appropriate symbol of freedom 
and faith. 
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Following the Bar Kocliba revolu- 
tion in 132 C.E., no Jewish money 
existed until the rebirth of Israel 
1,816 years later. Dispersed through- 
out the world, the Jewish people 
continued to perform the Redemp- 
tion of the First Born Son with the 
silver currency of their strange, new 
lands. The use of such foreign coin- 
age, however, constantly reminded 
them of their exiled plight. As a re- 
sult, the ritual acquired an addition- 
al — and often tearful — meaning. It 
had now become a ritual of hope , a 
prayer of return, the dream of re- 
demption for all the Children of Isra- 
el. 

In many European communities, 
the local synagogue maintained a set 
of five silver coins for communal 
use. In the poorer shtetls, brass char- 
ity tokens, given as receipts for dona- 
tions, were frequently utilized for 
the Pidyon Haben. But the most un- 
usual ceremonial coins were the sou- 
veniers struck by the Christian 
Church during the Middle Ages for 
sale to Holy Land Pilgrims. Bearing 
the Hebrew words, “Jerusalem the 
Holy” and depicting various Judaic 



Obverse 


symbols, these silver or lead medal- 
lions where often resold by the gen- 
tile tourists to their Jewish neigh- 
bors, who mistakenly believed them 
to be genuine Judean Shekalim. 
Many of these “false Shekels” — as 
they are generally known today — 
were rooted in anti-semitism, in- 
tended to duplicate the pieces of sil- 
ver received by Judas Iscariot when 
he allegedly betrayed Jesus, in truth, 
however, the Judas coins were actu- 
ally the Phoenician Shekels of Tyre 
as the Judean Shekalim were not in- 
troduced until a half-century later. 

With the United States having the 
largest Jewish population in the 
world, more first-born sons have 
probably been redeemed with Liber- 
ty-Head Silver dollars than with any 
other coin. But even those silver 
coins, with all of their symbols of 
freedom and democracy, have been 
poor substitutes for the Five Silver 
Shekalim mandated by the Torah. 
The longing for the real thing en- 
dured until finally, in 1970, the Bank 
of Israel issued its Pidyon Haben 
coinage — the first coins in history 
intended specifically for religious 
use. Continued on page 22 


Reverse 



1977 (Last) Pidyon Haben Coin 
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THE “PATCHA” 

bv Samuel Lachman, Haifa 

The Israel 10 agorot coin of 1961 
exists with a die variety, i.e. a dash 
over the end of Arabic letter “sin” in 
the word Israel in Arabic (fig. 1). The 
designation of this error as “Patcha” 
as mentioned in various catalogs, is 
incorrect. 

The dash is an Arabic vocalisation 
sign for the vowel “a” and is called 
“fatha” [fig. 2), 

The Arabic language does not have 
the letter “p”. In Turkish and Per- 
sian the letter “p” is expressed by a 
letter quite different from the Arabic 
“f” (fig. 3). 

The letter “h” in fatha is to be 
expressed in Latin characters with a 
dot below the “h” (according to the 
transliteration indicated by the En- 
cyclop. of Islam), and pronounced 
like the Hebrew letter “Heth”, and 
separate from the “t”. 



FIG. 2 


O = p 

FIG. 3 


FINAL MINTAGE FIGURES 
OF ISRAEL’S 1980 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 
COMMEMORATIVE COIN 
ANNOUNCED 

Jerusalem: Mr. Eliezer Shiloni, Man- 
aging Director of the Israel Govern- 
ment Coins and Medals Corporation, 
announced the following final mint- 
age figures for the 32nd Independ- 
ence Day Commemorative Coins 
“Peace”: 

20,205 Silver BU 
12,918 Silver Proof 
6,407 Gold Proof 

The coin issue was offered only to 
subscribers of the Israel Government 
Coins and Medals Corporation, thus 
restricting its availability. 


NEW 1981 MEDALS BY 
I.G.C.A.M. 

A number of medals will be re- 
leased by the Israel Government 
Coins and Medals Corp, in 1981. 
They are as follows: 

1. Religious Medals; including 
medals of Christian, Moslem, and 
Samaritan holy places. (Six medals 
in this series in Bronze 59mm and 
silver 45 mm). 

2. Massada Medals; several new 
Massada medals in silver and gold 
will be released. The design will be 
similar to the previous designs. The 
sizes however will be the same as the 
Family series. (Bar-Mitzvah. Bat- 
Mitzvah, wedding and Shema), 


COIN COMMEMORATING 
THE HEBREW BOOK 

The Israel Government Coins & 
Medals Corporation has informed 
the Book and Printing Centre that a 
new coin will be minted in honour 
of the Hebrew book and the Hebrew 
letter. The coin will be issued for 
Independence Day, May 5, 1981. 
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NUMISMATICS AND THE 
“JAPANESE CONNECTION” 


By Joseph Eidelberg 


The origin of the Japanese nation 
is shrouded in mystery: no one 
knows where they came from, and 
no one is certain about the date of 
their arrival at the island of Japan. 
Yet an examination of some Japanese 
traditions strongly points to the pos- 
sibility that they are the descendants 
of the Ten Tribes of Israel, exiled by 
the Assyrians twenty-seven centu- 
ries ago — and lost. This possibility is 
enhanced by the existence of idiom- 
atic Hebrew expressions in the Japa- 
nese language; the similarity of the 
Japanese “Kana” writing to the He- 
brew alphabet; and the similarity of 
Shinto shrines to the ancient Hebrew 
tabernacle. All these similarities are 
of such a nature that they could 
hardly be attributed to coincidence, 
and the following are just a few ex- 
amples. 


One of the interesting idiomatic 
Hebrew expressions found in the 
Japanese language is related to travel 
to and from the capital. According to 
an ancient Hebrew tradition, people 
“go up” when they travel toward 
Jerusalem (the capital), and “go 
down” when they depart from it. 
The Japanese maintain the same tra- 
dition: they “ascend” when they 
travel toward Tokyo and descend 
when they depart from it. Another 
Hebrew expression found in the Jap- 
anese language is “kumotsu,” mean- 
ing “offering.” It seems to have de- 
rived from the Hebrew Biblical 
expression “komets,” meaning “a 
handful of offering,” 

The similarity of the Japanese 
“Kana” characters to the Hebrew al- 
Continued on page 13 
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FIG, 1 


Group A shows Japanese characters which are almost identical with Hebrew letters, while group B 
shows Japanese characters written at a different inclination than the Hebrew characters. 


12 


Continued from page 12 
phabet does not need explanation. 
Looking at the comparisons present- 
ed in Figure 1, one does not have to 
know either Japanese or Hebrew to 
see the resemblance. 

We now come to the point at 
which an ancient Hebrew coin might 
help in solving one of the mysteries 
of Shinto shrines — the Torii. 

Built of two perpendicular pillars 
connected at the top by two horizon- 
tal beams, the Torii gateway is an 
integral part of every Shinto shrine; 
yet neither its origin nor the meaning 
of the word “Tori” is known. How- 
ever, since the general layout of 
Shinto shrines closely resembles the 
layout of the ancient Hebrew taber- 
nacle, it is quite possible that the 
Torii is a vestige of the “Japanese 
connection” to the ancient Hebrews. 

According to an ancient Hebrew 
tradition, “pillars” were always 
erected at the entrance to shrines. 
Josephus Flavius, a Hebrew histori- 
an of the first century of our era, in 
describing the tabernacle says that at 
the entrance 

There was an opening of twenty 
cubits lengthwise [about thirty 
feet] where on the one side and 
on the other stood two shafts in 
imitation of pylons [gate pil- 
lars]. 

Several centuries later, when King 
Solomon built the temple in Jerusa- 
lem, 

Also he made before the house 
two pillars of thirty and five cu- 
bits high (II Chr. 3:15]. 



An enlarged facsimile of the 



FIG. 2 

A Japanese Torii at the entrance to the Grand 
Shrine of Isle. 

And finally, the visual evidence that 
a Torii-like structure was an integral 
part of the Hebrew temple is present- 
ed by an ancient Hebrew coin. 

In 131-135 A.D., during a revolt 
against the Romans, the leader of the 
uprising, Bar-Kokhba, succeeded in 
capturing Jerusalem. The liberation 
of the ancient capital of the Hebrews 
inspired great hopes of rebuiilding 
the temple, which had been de- 
stroyed by the Romans sixty-five 
years earlier, and these hopes were 
expressed by striking national coins. 
The reverse of these coins bear a 
Hebrew inscription, in ancient char- 
acters, reading “Leherut Yerusha- 
lem,” meaning “to the liberation of 
Continued on page 34 



Kokh ba Coin (131-135 A.D.) 
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ILYA GREGORIEWITCH EHRENBOURG, 
JEWISH SOVIET WRITER. 


By Eli Semmelman 


Ilya Ehrenbourg was born in Kiev 
in 1891, the son of Jewish rich and 
assimilated parents. 

When he was a gymnasist he was 
close to Revolutionary circles. In 
1908 he was arrested for a few 
months. In the years 1904-1917 he 
lived mostly in Paris, In 1910 a 
group of his poems in the spirit of 
symbolism was published. He re- 
turned to Russia in 1917, and pub- 
lished anti Bolshevik poems and ar- 
ticles, of which its main issue was 
“Crucified Russia”. After the Civil 
War he turned to the side of the 
victors. After the First World War he 
lived a few years in western Europe. 
In these years he published a few 
books in which he expressed the dis- 
appointment of the Russian public 
in the post 1914-1918 war and the 
Civil War. The books are: “The Thir- 
teen Pipes”, “The Love of Jenney 
Ney”, “The Stormy Life of Lazik 
Rothmanetz” and “The Adventures 
of Chulio Choranito”. In these books 
Ehrenbourg mocks the European and 
Soviet way of life. His best and most 
humane book of this period is his 
novel “The Life and Death of Niko- 
lay Kurbov” in which he denounces 
the Soviet bureaucracy, its grey life 
and the insignificant conception of 
the great days of the Civil War. Most 
of his works from that period are 
forbidden in Russia today. With Sta- 
lin’s victory Ehrenbourg became his 
main literary organ. 

Ehrenbourg was in the Civil War 
in Spain in 1936. His impressions he 
described in his articles — compila- 
tion (no passant) “They will not 
pass” the motto of the Spanish left- 
ists at that time. In 1941 he pub- 
lished his novel “The Fall of Paris” 


in which he described the rotten 
French society for not attacking Ger- 
many, which was then an ally of 
Soviet Russia. In the war between 
Germany and Soviet Russia, Ehren- 
bourg expressed the hatred which 
the Russians felt towards Germany. 
In articles which he published in the 
Soviet army organ “The Red Star”, 
(they were gathered later in a compi- 
lation with the name “The War”) his 
familiar saying then was: “The best 
German is a dead German.” In that 
time he did not exclude himself from 
the Jewish tragedy and he demon- 
strated and identified strongly as be- 
ing Jewish. (In one of his articles he 
indicated himself as Eliahuh Ben- 
Chanah). But as soon as the attitude 
of the Soviet regime changed (at the 
end of 1948), he changed too. Ehren- 
bourg became in his articles, the her- 
ald of the renewal of the war of the 
Soviet regime against Zionism. Im- 
mediately after the war he tried to 
give an expression to the great ela- 
tion of the Defense War of the Soviet 
Union in a broad epic novel “The 
Storm”, which was written in the 
spirit that reigned in Russia in war 
Continued on page 44 
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DENMARK & THE JEWS 


by Sidney Olson 


The collecting of coins, although 
somewhat of a science, can also have 
very romantic overtones. This article 
will deal with my introduction to the 
life of the Jews in Denmark, as well 
as Judaica coins that were minted in 
Denmark. 

In the summer of 1980, my wife 
and I were spending some time in 
Copenhagan. We had the pleasure of 
spending a few days with a Jewish 
couple (Bernard & Margurithe Zim- 
mer), who make their home not only 
in Copenhagan, but also in London. 
Through them we were introduced 
to the subject I will be dealing with. 
Bernard was born in Poland, grew up 
in Brooklyn, married his Danish 
wife, and they reside both in Eng- 
land and in Denmark. She was tell- 
ing us that her family had lived in 
Denmark for over 300 years. Natural- 
ly my wife and I inquired as to how 
the Jews fared in Denmark. Where- 
upon she told us that Jews have been 
welcomed in Denmark since the ear- 
ly 17th Century, At this point Ber- 
nard her husband said, “Sidney, you 
are a coin collector, did you ever see 
a coin like this?” I looked at it and it 
was dated 1644, it was a Danish 4- 
Skilling coin. The obverse had a 
crest of King Christian IV who was 


King at that time, but the reverse 
really jarred me. 

The reverse had the Hebrew char- 
acters for the diety. Now a 17th Cen- 
tury European coin with the ac- 
knowledgement of Hebrew lettering 
is quite unusual. This intensified my 
appetite for further knowledge. Ber- 
nard’s brief story of the history of the 
Jews got me very interested in pursu- 
ing the romance of this era. 

Since I was so interested he made 
me a gift of this coin. He quite off 
handedly mentioned that there were 
other denominations in silver as 
well as a full series in gold. 

Later that day while strolling 
down the Stroget, I wandered into a 
coin shop. When I questioned them 
about the rest of the series of these 
coins they said that the only one 
they had in stock was a Rigsthaler. 
This coin was not in such good 
shape but I decided I had better buy 
it anyway. I felt I was well into col- 
lecting Danish-Judaic coins. I further 
found out from this dealer that there 
were also a series of gold coins made 
almost identically. They consisted of 
a quarter Ducat, a half Ducat, a one 
Ducat and a double Ducat. These I 
was told are quite hard to get and are 
also quite expensive. 




Obverse 


FIG. 1 
4 skilling 


Reverse 


Obv. 


Rev, 



FIG. 2 
1 Rigsdaler 



Since I have a habit of being very 
tenacious, as soon as returning back 
to the States I called a few dealers 
that could run across Danish coins in 
America and was told pretty much 
the same that I had learned in Co- 
penhagen. Notwithstanding, as of 
the writing of this article, I have ob- 
tained the quarter Ducat, the one 
Ducat and the double Ducat. All of 
these are in exceedingly good condi- 
tion, The five coins I have at present 
are photographed and are shown as 
Figure 1 as four Skillings, Figure 2 — 
one Rigsdaler, Figure 3— quarter 
Ducat gold, Figure 4— one Ducat 
gold and Figure 5- — the double Ducat 
in gold. 

The only other specimen that I had 
seen in the past were in the Sir Isaac 
and Lady Wolfson museum at He- 
chal Shlomo in Jerusalem. 

It is the writer’s opinion that no 
Judaica collection should be without 
at least one example of these coins. 

The romance involved with the 
history of Jews in Denmark is what 
makes these coins so germane to the 
history of Jews in Europe. 


King Christian IV reigned in Den- 
mark early in the 17th Century 
(1603-1648). He also had a Jewish 
Mint Master named Albert Dionus 
(Dennis). 

Through his Mint Master on No- 
vember 22nd, 1622 the King invited 
Jews to come and live in Denmark as 
equal citizens with the Danes. Thus 
this became the first Scandinavian 
country to permit Jews to engage in 
commerce, own property, and prac- 
tice their professions. The first invi- 
tations were sent through Dionus to 
the Sephardic community in Am- 
sterdam and Hamburg with the offer 
to complete religious and commer- 
cial privileges. From that point on it 
is an established fact that the Jews 
lived well in Denmark compared to 
many of the European countries. 

In 1644 King Christian IV had de- 
cided to change the design of his 
coins and went into the series de- 
picted here. Since Albert Dionus 
died in 1645, it is not known wheth- 
er he minted these coins. 

Of further note, King Christian IV 
during his reign created the Luther- 
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an Church as his State Church. 
While creating the coat of arms for 
this Church he also included this 
Hebrew lettering in their crest. 

The 19th Century was to the Dan- 
ish Jews the period of great enlight- 
enment.lt was during this period 
that the Jewish population grew to 
approximately 4200. Also worthy of 
mention is that during the 19th Cen- 
tury there was a great start of assimi- 
lation of the Jews with the non-Jew- 
ish population. 

The fabric of the Danish society 
included Jewish Noblemen, Bankers, 
to say nothing of the fact that a Jew 
was the Royal Jeweler to the Crown. 

The census in 1921 of Jews was 
6000, principally living in Copenha- 
gen. 

The Danish Kings and Queens 
throughout the past three and half 
Centuries have always been sympa- 
thetic to the Jews. In September, 
1943, the Danes smuggled 7200 Jews 
in a three day period into Sweden, 
Count Bernadotte took over as the 
head of the Swedish Red Cross set- 


tling these Jews in Sweden for the 
duration of the war. The cost of mov- 
ing and taking care of the Jewish 
Refugees was approximately 12 mil- 
lion Crowns or Kroner. At that time 
it was equivalent to approximately 6 
million dollars. The Jews themselves 
furnished 7 million Crowns and 5 
million Crowns were raised by pub- 
lic contribution. 

About 500 Jews were left behind 
and were harbored in many ways by 
the local gentry. The balance were 
transferred by the Germans to There- 
sienstadt. Theresienstadt was known 
as the showcase concentration camp. 
As a result less than 1% of the total 
Jewish population in Denmark per- 
ished in the Holocaust. 

In the Spring of 1945, Count Ber- 
nadotte of Sweden together with the 
Swedish Red Cross brought all the 
Jews back to Denmark. 

The foregoing is an extremely brief 
history of the Jews in Denmark but if 
one is interested in these Judaica 
subjects, they should be studied. 

Continued on page 44 
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JUDAIC SYN GRAPHIC COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION PUBLISHED 
VOLUME 1, NO. 1, on July 28, 1976. Arnold L. Shay, its first editor 
showed its emblem designed by Jacob Hennenberg, of Cleveland, 
Ohio. Its purpose follows: 

“To promote, stimulate and advance the study of Judaic 
Syngraphics . . . ie Banknotes . . . Palestine Mandate Israel, Turkey 
(before 1918) and Egypt 1917-1927; Paper money/tokens . . . 
Jewish Concentration Camps, POW Camps, CHITS — Palestine, 
Israel paper tokens. Kibbutz money etc. and any other related 
paper material. 

The first issue was 12 pages and original works were 
utilized with photographs. 

Franz Frankl was elected President and within six months 
of its inception, this exciting organization had over 100 members. 
Unfortunately, Franz's health deteriorated and he was forced to 
resign. William Rosenblum, accepted the Presidency in May, 1977 
and it became most difficult to carry on the impetus any longer. A 
meeting was called in New York by Stanley Yulish, the treasurer, 
and the members agreed to terminate. The last issue of Shtarot 
was delivered and its epithet announced the event. Its remaining 
funds were given to AJ.NA.’s library fund. 

Nat Sobel, Shekel editor, has consented to have a Syngraphic 
section in this magazine, thus being J.S.CA.’s legacy of continuity. 
We are most pleased that J.S.C A., a worthwhile organization, will 
in effect continue to live thru the Judaic syngraphic writings 
hereafter, 

February 16, 1981 Stan Yulish 




.iJuimir S’ymjraplur (EiilU’rtnra Aaanriatimt 

Official Quarterly Publication 
F.O. Box 215 » New Brunswick, N.J. 08903 


Vol. 1 No. 1 


Whole No. 1 


Rishon B'Av 5736 — July 28, 1976 , 


18 


THE PALESTINE WAR LOAN 

by Franz Frankl 


The Mandate Government did not 
make any provisions for Palestine 
War Loan Bearer Bonds of which 
there were four issues during 1944 to 
1946. The 20 years, 1% Bearer Bonds 
were . . issued under and subject 
to the provisions of the War Loan 
(Bearer Bonds) Ordinance . . This 
is the first sentence on the Face of 
the English/ Arabic/Hebrew Certifi- 
cate. 

The First Issue of September 20, 
1944, had on Face an attractive 
brown border against a light back- 
ground. The Second Issue of April 
3rd, 1945, had a green border — both 
issues were for 100,000 Bonds each. 
The Third Issue, lavender border 
against light background, came out 
May 15th. 1945. This was an issue of 

300.000 Bonds . . under the provi- 
sions of the War Loan (Bearer Bonds) 
(No. 2) Ordinance 1945.” The Fourth 
Issue, mauve border against ochre 
background, came out April 15th, 
1946. By then the war was over, the 

500.000 issue was not called War 
Loan anymore; it still was titled 
Fourth Issue ”... under provisions 
of the Bearer Bond Ordinance 1946.” 

Palestine in 1944 was a prospering 
country, everybody was working. 
With the low denomination of ten 
Palestine pounds the bonds were 
selling well in Palestine and Trans- 
jordan. The Palestine Saving Serv- 
ice, Tel-Aviv, sold the bonds on a 
monthly installment basis. The 
down payment was One LP with 11 
monthly installments of LP 1.125 
each (1). The 1% interest rate was 
low, on the other hand the Bonds 
had drawing rights for amounts up to 
LP 5,000 (LP 10,000 for the Fourth 
Issue); the buyers on installment par- 
ticipated in any eventual drawing, 
even before the Bond was fully paid. 
Then came May 15, 1948; the British 


left the country — the Government of 
Palestine did not exist any more. 
WHO was responsible for the re- 
demption of the Bearer Bonds? 

After early contacts with the Gov- 
ernment of Britain about ‘open’ cur- 
rency problems etc. the Government 
of Israel agreed to be responsible for 
the Bonds held by persons living 
within the borders of the State of Is- 
rael. Bearer Bonds have no names, 
any Post Office or Bank (approved 
institutions) could pay interest upon 
surrender of the due coupons. There 
also were Bondholders in Transjor- 
dan, Gazza and the Arab occupied 
part of former Palestine. In order to 
protect itself and the Bondholders 
the Government of Israel proclaimed 
that all Bonds should be ‘registered’ 
and stamped with a special stamp. 
The banks put a dated stamp ‘Ra- 
shum’ (Registered) on the Face of the 
Bonds. The illustated Bond was 
stamped by Barclays Bank, Nazareth, 
with a dated English stamp. 

Under the terms of Article 4 of the 
agreement dated 30th March 1950 
between the Government of Britain 
and the Government of Israel all 
Bonds registered became the respon- 
sibility of Israel and all other Bonds 
the responsibility of Britain, As a 
result of the agreement the holders of 
registered Bonds were paid 1% 
against due coupons and redemption 
on eventual due date in Israeli 
Pounds. 

The certificates 275x205 mm (the 
Fourth Issue slightly longer) look 
very nice. A Talon, 130 mm, with 20 
coupons is below the text of the cer- 
tificate; the Face of the Talon is 
printed in English only, the Arab/ 
Hebrew translation is on the Back of 
the Talon. The six figure serial num- 
bers were continued from series to 
Continued on page 22 
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TERMS OF REDEMPTION, ETC. 


Drawings by h A will take place in the months itf January, April, July and October in each year commencing with Jnly, KMli. mid ending 
with April. I DUG 

At each drawing by lot there will be drawn 123 tickets and the bond* bearing the Mloie numbers as the lick*!! drawn n il! lifl reilrraied 
for the '■urns respectively specified hereunder: 


1 Bond 0 IP- 10,000 
At the d rawing- 1 Bond 6 IP. 2,000 

ciiiiduiti-d in July 1 Bond ft IP. 1,000 

6 Boris c IP. 500 each 
15 Banda - IP. 250 each 
100 Bond* :■ IP. 100 each 


Ai the iliawinjiM 
mud acted in 
OcCobcT. January 
and April 


1 Bond i IP.5,000 

1 Bond . IP.2,000 

1 Bond ft IP.1.000 

5 Bonds i IP. 500 each 

15 Bonds « IP. 250 each 

t00 Bonds i- IP. 100 each 


l-ti.vsdeil that if *i tl>f tinvr .,-f any drawing the whole issue of -KFj.Gw bonds hoy not been snSJ. (he Mines to lie paid hit Ik. i rtl.-inplion 
t.f the several bond' nri lirbe-fate specified will be reduced in arrcirdaBtr with tuhwCtion (2) <*( artrtl«P 10 eif the Prater Bonds Orrlisant, 1MB. 

a. Any prison claiming any moneys in respect of any Bond drawn by lot imn>r *UNnMtJr|f the Bond. tuathfT with any relative int.-rest 
cmijKmn -which me expressed to be payable oh a day r.uWttwrnt to the d*rr on which the Bond was drawn by lol. to the Accountant ttai-iat 
ill Jfl-uisletn tn or after the fourtaeBlh Jay following the mui-t* in the Palestine Gazette announcing tbe results of the drawing kt which the 
Bond was drawn, 

I This Bind if not drawn by lot will mature for redemption at par on the Uth April, IS®. and will lh- is-dcemcd by tire Actsiuntanl Gcnmal 
or, ilrmand, nn, or after, that dsle. 

i. tiling, peid for the irdtraption of Bondu are ns- elisi-gcnbin ifittUftc un4*r the Income Tan CfrJinnrtcc. 

d. Interest ru the rate of or.c pn eenl'ini per anntrsfi it jsnyxhle for each pump! .-ted year aril will lie paid, cut demand. ien or after Ihe I5tli 
April, in each yrnr. vi.iiiincccing with the year 1947. mixisi preM-ntaiioii ..f the i .-iative iSienftl cmipiia at *tl.H Post tlfJivc ui a|.|n?iYtd in Jit nth:, it 
ff-n iL hpon the h'lr-jp-uU ; of such anipnfl, for ceflcrS1atic.il. 


...y jv^JI 


r><« X 


* i t \\i 


UW i— wA-y Jti i,li! Ut\ i- jji >a j, -lii -- Jf JyV j?t Jb_. f J.LH j r a ^ j «*>'* — .Wl ^ 

-■ I+-. jf .W i_«ft fihll. Vy— 1 / lj -’ J wpU G**“ JL^ % ; J - ** >'v -h»w S' J • / -*•' \Yr _ Y 



jv -a'l— O _ ^}\ —w— ’■ WJ j-itl -ley 1 J a— 0 ..... *, Ji'S S-. j* J* fr ' >' s' -L J 1 

"1A *■ e»-*i y ^.-v' 1 0,1— jj^l* je i^l- 1 JT t^l ‘ s*- “ l . 1 

J we- w:/i v y.i e— ■ i*v. f* -W " |J— ji — j V_.i V jrr — ji JU j- ii-Z jf JU _ r 

■* t' ' — -e^" 1 J w— J> Wf- V r* jwi ji.^1 J jilt ^ wi^i j . Aft J' . — 1 w^- 

1 ji wJ*" ^ -PUBW ^ „e j-ttl e r " j - . — ,V' r r_!> ?i.-- Z 

Ju-j.1 VjnJ j^Li v^e! 1 Zwi J— V j* 1 a,'— iTH+^V *■-' ji _ o 

/131 n^non ’wn 


-19C6 .bncua r>s? .if*b .'in -fift anwa aw m v» '.aiopyti •>** .Vatg .*mir irm msis'.n nibaja 
Ibnb o-aipja D-a'sea nnw brua Hr im o-o-Bisn a-maa wt an ay a-nocan cr.ttta nnatcan .ain.-rmuio .D’O'ona 123 bm;a ibjp nbnin baa .J 

— zcm’oa 


B31B 5XX)0 103 

ora 2,000 ioa 

C31D 1.000 103 
K'-WD C21D 500 103 
K'lKO D31S 250 103 
X’t'O B31D 100 103 


nnx 3in*mix 

nnx 3in-niK 
nnx 3in-nux 
ain'nrnx 5 
3in*nmx 15 
2in-nnix 100 


r-buna 
nja"pnnp 
.naioptxa 
Vnatcai nxira 


Biia :3v00Q io3 nnx 3 in*mix 
ora iooo 103 nnx 3in*m:x nibnjns 

ciw i.ooo 103 nnx atn-mix ^la'^ntiT 

X*bXD CJ1D 500 103 3in*nlllX 5 
X"1X3 C313 250 103 2in*nTUK 15 

x-ixo nro 100 102 iin'nmx too 



rmirn ainrrnrr.x n-Maa c'abnran c-otaan wnat- ..nntaa 3in,rnvtix fnfl.rac pgain id rrnn xb t’-'is x-nseba nbnjn na-np -an ext? -xjna 

■IM(. -r-aiab ainrrnvijK nr?Da in t?o Cl> W'mb cxnna b-r^ 

on’bs o-m n-bx o-a-nran cnr*ba i*m"nbn as nn-a .nnrrnnss nx vc&b a-n ,bina nrtbfaz ssrunux ba *>r cnc*ba a-eca sawn .pnx ba j 
ratnn pn-»a nesnanta ova .vnnxb tx .narnya-.xn 01*3 n-bm-a -bban -xnaanb .bun rxrn airct’A-its bp iri^ rnxn nnxb bn onrw Ta< -a 

.b-vua atnrrrnJK nnb? nap .nninn nixsin bs nr-nn 

T»nxna - p myjrb anr-aab — nrna- -bban -xmannt vttt, .bnoxa is m-a aipjn miaa nn-nciar b-j- ,bnna nxrn an, mix nbtn X*> ex -4 

.v-nntb nt nt 

.ncianroa nnpc *ab aaa na-nn noaan m;a a t - x jn-nrax ba in-no'-ana o-abraan o-snao ,5 
brn .nn:aa nia -na .vnnxb i;< b-naxa 15 cm — nann ann-aab — abian x-,-n .na-an nia bab obnan mab nxan p nnx nnx niraa n-a-i « 

.ben-a -na in*row nixm aibnn n"Kin cv lab nnxa nna tit nxrt-jm baa .1917 n:ao 
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Continued from page 1 9 
series. Before printing the Back the 
certificates were turned 90 degrees 
to the right, thus giving more space. 
Terms of redemption, schedules of 
drawings are given in detail on the 
Back in English/ Arabic/Hebrew. The 
writer never saw a certificate with a 
complete Talon, at least the No. 1 
Coupon was missing. This is the 
usual space where the name of the 
printer is given. From various simi- 
larities and the look of them the cer- 
tificates were printed in Jerusalem. 

The Israeli Bondholders were paid 
in Israeli Pounds at the rate of one IP 
for one LP. In July 1952 the Govern- 
ment of Britain decided to redeem 
the Bonds for which it was responsi- 
ble, including attached interest cou- 
pons up to that date. Such Bonds 
and coupons bearing dates before 


July 1952 are stilJ being redeemed in 
London. The supply of the Bonds is 
extremely tight. In the 1950’s ten 
English Pounds were a lot of money, 
more so for the Arabs, many of 
whom had left Palestine. There too 
were some former British employes 
of the Mandate Power who grabbed 
the chance to get rid of an invest- 
ment paying 1%. Probably all the 
unregistered Bonds were redeemed. 
Israel in the middle 1960’s, the due 
date of the Bearer Bonds, was in the 
throngs of an ever increasing infla- 
tion — the Bonds were either re- 
deemed or discarded. Collecting of 
Bonds and Shares came to its fore 
only about two years ago . . . the 
writer had great difficulties in ob- 
taining one Bond of each series is- 
sued. 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED BY AUTHOR 


Continued from page 10 

Composed of 23.4 grams of pure 
silver in compliance with rabbinic 
law, each coin is actual legal tender 
and has a nominal value of ten lirot 
(subsequently increased in 1975 to 
twenty-five lirot). The predominant 
design is a stylized Ten Command- 
ments behind the Hebrew inscrip- 
tion, “All the first-born of thy sons 
shalt thou redeem.” Beneath this 
phrase, also in Hebrew, are the 
words, “Pidyon Haben Coin.” 
Between 1973 and 1975, the com- 
memorative’s styling was modified 
to illustrate a tray filled with five 
ancient Shekalim. The 1976 and 
1977 issues were again changed to 
depict a star-shaped design com- 
posed of the pomegranate flowers 


that appeared on those original She- 
kalim. 

In 1977, after more than 600,000 
Pidyon Haben commemoratives had 
been minted, the Government of Is- 
rael decided to discontinue the se- 
ries. The coins, nevertheless, are 
readily available from world-wide 
dealers at prices ranging between 
$20.00 and $40.00, assuring a con- 
tinuous supply to enhance the Pid- 
yon Haben ritual for many years to 
come. Most numismatists, however, 
are hoping that, with the reinstate- 
ment of the Shekel standard, the 
Bank of Israel will reissue the Pid- 
yon Haben coinage with the Shekel 
denomination, thus truly complet- 
ing the cycle that began in the Sinai 
4,000 years ago. 


Support AINA 
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GREATER MIAMI BEACH COIN CONVENTION 
a Grand AINAffair 

Photos by Moe Weinschel and Michael Druck 



The Bourse Floor with 207 dealers 



Educational 
For um 


A full house 


The Speakers: 

Moris Bram presents 
plaques to speakers Don 
Kagin and Harry Forman , 
and moderator Stanley 
Yulish 
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THE BANQUET SPEAKERS 



N. Hacohen M. Brani S. Olson G. Hatie J. Pittman 

IGCAM Director (N.A.) AINA Pres. M.C. ANA Pres. Ex ANA Pres. 



THE BANQUET 







How I became a collector 

EVOLUTION OF A NUMISNUT 

Max Vlotkoffsky 


Chapter One 

Now is a good opportunity ... if 
any of you have to make a phone call 
. . . or go to the powder-room. I am 
going to bore you with the events 
which lured me into this ridiculous 
hobby of Numismatics. I have no 
rare coins to display ... I have no 
fantastic exhibit to amaze you with 
. . . so if you have something else to 
do . . . now is the time. 

My dear wife controls the purse in 
our house ... I get an allowance. I do 
not smoke ... I do not drink ... I do 
not play the horses . . . My only ad- 
mirable vice is Pinochle. Therefore, 
I usually saved most of my 
allowance. Inevitably, an accumula- 
tion of unused allowance lay on my 
dresser . . . and just as inevitably at 
these times of plenty, my dear wife 
always had a financial emergency 
, . . and good-bye to my plenty. 

Chapter Two 

Now it came to pass, after one of 
my pinochle sessions, I ended up 
with all the change in the game. 
When I arrived home I dumped all 
the coins into a jewel box on my 
dresser . . . my dear wie came into 
the room and announced one of her 
periodic ‘emergencies’. Sorry sez I, 
no surplus , . . the little woman 
sniffed twice and headed straight for 
the change in the jewel box . . . hold 
on honey, sez I, those are coins 
which I am saving. Believe me . . . 
that statement just popped out with- 
out any forethought ... it had never 
entered my head to become a collec- 
tor . . , and to my surprise, without 
another word she walked away . . . 
OH! sez I . . . this is a great gimmick 
. . . henceforth, I converted all my 
excess allowance into coin , . . and 
into the box it went. 


Chapter Three 

On numerous occasions I had no- 
ticed one of my co-workers scanning 
coins with a magnifying glass, and 
checking them in a book. I got him to 
buy me a book . . . this was FELL’S 
revised edition of 1946 . , . then I 
graduated to the well-known RED- 
BOOK . . . and that was the begin- 
ning . . . especially when I found 
among my accumulation , . . which 
by this time was almost a gallon jar- 
ful ... I repeat, I found several goo- 
dies. Through my collector friend I 
learned about the A.N.A. and joined 
. , . through the A.N.A. Club Directo- 
ry I learned about the BROOKLYN 
COIN CLUB and joined. These were 
the best two joints I ever Joined. 

Chapter Four 

Prior to my collecting activities . . , 
I never worked any overtime . . . now 
that the BUG had bitten me, I needed 
Money ... to buy coins and to sub- 
scribe to Numismatic periodicals . . . 
I found this could not be accom- 
plished on my allowance ... so now 
... to feed this monster hobby, I 
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worked on my days off, and worked 
as much overtime as I could wheedle 
out of my supervisor . . . also I made 
a deal with my wife that all overtime 
monies goes for my collection. 

Chapter Five 

That wasn't as easy as it sounds 
. . . it took much time, and lots of 
bribery . . , in the form of gold-coins 
for Milady’s charm bracelet ... a 
large gold coin on a chain around 
Milay’s lovely throat . . . and then 
she dicovered the best . . . “Conven- 
tions”, Without knowing a thing 
about coins . , . my wife became a 
most enthusiastic Convention-goer. 

Last Chapter — and Best 

Prior to my Numismatic activities, 
we never got any further out of New 
York than Jersey. Now for almost 4 
years we have attended at least two 
conventions each year . . . from Can- 


ada to Mexico and from coast to 
coast. We have seen places and done 
things which . . , but for my interest 
in Numismatics . . . would never 
have been accomplished, So , , . you 
see , . . even though I do not possess 
any great rarities ... or valuable in- 
dividual coins ... in my own hum- 
ble way I have accumulated a satis- 
factory, diversified collection . . . 
and I derive just as much pleasure 
from my hobby as the owner of a 
prize- winning collection . . . and my 
pride is greater . . . because I did it 
the hard way. 1 try to encourage 
youngsters to join the hobby . , . even 
if it’s only a penny album. I have 
converted a number of adults to Nu- 
mismatics . . . and if I had to do it all 
over again . . . well . . . I’d work more 
overtime!! I sure hope you weren’t 
too bored with my Numismatic tale 
. . . and this is the end of my tail. 

Thank You For “Listening” 


MORE ON EINSTEIN 



A variety of Einsteiniana medals depicting the achievements of the Genius. 

27 


QUETZALCOATL— 

THE CURSE OF MONTEZUMA 

By Edward Baruch 



In July of 1973, the Banco de Mexi- 
co released a beautiful Twenty Peso 
Note. For the first time, the head of 
Quetzalcoatl (pronounced Ketzl- 
Kotl) as well as Quetzalcoatl’s Tem- 
ple was shown on Mexico’s curren- 
cy. In 1979, a joint numismatic 
venture by Mexico and Israel pro- 
duced the gold, silver and bronze 
medals that highlighted the Israel- 
Mexico Numismatic Exhibition held 
in Jerusalem and Mexico City. In 
1980, Mexico again released a five 
peso coin with Quetzalcoatl on it. 

The story of this deity is of enor- 
mous importance in Mexico’s past 
and development. But before dwell- 
ing into the mythical aspect of Quet- 
zalcoatl, let us be transported to the 
fourteenth century: it was then that 
one of the most portentous meetings 
in human history took place. The 
exact date was November 8, 1519 on 


the site of what is today Mexico City: 
the Spanish conqueror Hernan 
Cortes faced the emperor of the Az- 
tecs, Montezuma (Moctezuma in Az- 
tec). The overlord of one of the great 
American civilizations greeted the 
rough adventurer from medieval Eu- 
rope with words that take our breath 
away, even today, for they contained 
the seed of the downfall of the Aztec 
empire. The Spanish historian Sal- 
vador de Madariaga records the 
speech in his biography of Cortes as 
follows: “O lord and master, wel- 
come hither. You have made your 
way to your country, to your people 
and to your Mexican house. You 
have come to ascend your throne 
and to occupy your seat. This is your 
house, here are your palaces. Take 
them and rest in them.” A proud 
ruler conscious of his own might 
here placed all his power, not ex- 


THE MEXICO-ISRAEL MEDAL BANCO DE MEXICO S. A. 



Metal 


Gold 900 (21. 4K) 


Gold 900 (21 .4K) 


Silver 925 (Sterling) Bronze 


Diameter 

Weight 

Pure metal contents 
Mint 


38 mm 
34.6 g 

One troy ounce 
Casa de Moneda, 
Mexico City 
2,050 


30 mm 
17.3 g 

Half troy ounce 
Government Mint, 
Jerusalem 
2,750 


40 mm 
33.6 g 

One troy ounce 
Casa de Moneda, 
Mexico City 
4,000 


59 mm 
100 g 

Emanograph 
Israel Ltd 


Maximum mintage 



eluding his own life, in the hands of 
a warrior who had come over the sea 
and fallen upon his country. There 
was no resistance of any kind. Why 
not? Why did the warlike Aztecs 
yield without a fight to the band of 
conquistadores to whom they were a 
thousand times superior in num- 
bers? 

Montezuma greeted the Spaniards 
as long-awaited guests. Ever since 
they had landed on the coast he had 
had their progress observed by his 
own scouts, and had prepared him- 
self, vacillating between doubt and 
belief, for their arrival in Tenochtit- 
lan, his capital city on the Lake of 
Mexico. His preparations, however, 
were not for a war against foreign 
invaders, but rather sessions of con- 
centrated philosophical and reli- 
gious meditation on the forthcoming 
event. Montezuma and his whole 
empire were awaiting the return of a 
god — just as today’s orthodox Jews 
await the Messiah — and that is why 
they fell under the spell of the Span- 
ish attackers. 

To Montezuma, Cortes was Quet- 
zalcoatl returning home, the god 
whom the Mexicans imagined as a 
plumed serpent and who many, 
many years before had left his chil- 
dren, bound for the east. A prophecy 
passed down for centuries said that 
he would one day arrive by sea from 
the rising sun. And it was from there, 
after all, that these bearded men had 
come in their strange ships. The 
thunder of their cannon drove out 
the Indians’ last doubts about the 
divinity of the new arrivals. 

A cruel and tragic error thus initi- 
ated the downfall of the Aztec em- 
pire. Quetzalcoatl, the saviour the 
Indians had once driven out, was to 
take terrible revenge. 

It is astonishing that this confron- 
tation of two worlds, symbolized by 
the meeting of the Aztec emperor 
and the conquistador, should have 
left so few traces in literature and 


philosophy in Mexico; for the fateful 
hour of Montezuma, the 8th of No- 
vember 1519, hardly has any parallel 
in terms of human and historical 
dramatic force. Seldom has the 
course of history depended so com- 
pletely on the action of a few indi- 
viduals. Even historical scholarship 
seems to capitulate before the riddle 
of Montezuma standing there as 
though paralysed, like a mouse mes- 
merized by a snake, in this case the 
reincarnation of the snake-god Quet- 
zalcoatl, How is the historian to 
come to terms with a myth that had 
the power to immobilize a whole 
empire? Is there really any “history” 
of Quetzalcoatl as there is of Genesis, 
or the expansion and influence of 
the Christian legend? Or is it of no 
real interest because it led to the 
death and downfall of its believers 
and therefore had no historical se- 
quel? Quetzalcoatl against Christ, 
Aztec priests against Christian mis- 
sionaries— history records who won, 
but history is always written by the 
victors. 

But, among the priests that accom- 
panied the conquistadores there 
were, in Mexico as in Peru, a few 
exceptions to the rule. They attempt- 
ed to wrest the historical writings of 
the Aztecs and the Maya from the 
all-consuming fire of missionary 
zeal, or they at least managed to 
learn something about the history, 
culture and religion of the subdued 
peoples from knowledgeable inform- 
ers and to write it down for posterity. 

Some facts and beliefs relating to 
the legendary figure or the mytho- 
logical being Quetzalcoatl have thus 
been preserved, like in the Codex 
Chimalpopoca, in the Codex Borgia 
and above all in the “Historia de las 
Cosas de la Nueva Espana” by Fray 
Bernardino de Sahagun. 

What is known about Quetzal- 
coatl, perhaps the greatest deity in 
Mexican mythology, is at best 
sketchy, and even for the Mexicans 


29 


themselves it represents an unsolved 
mystery of a long extinct culture. 
Quetzaicoatl was the great deity of 
the Toltec people who dominated 
large areas of Mexico and Central 
America before the Aztecs, from 
about the sixth to the twelfth century 
AD. The capital of the Toltec empire 
was Tula, the remains of which are 
still to be seen about 80 kilometers 
north of Mexico City. 

Tula was destroyed about the mid- 
dle of the twelfth century, probably 
by enemy troops from a neighbour- 
ing land. As god of the Toltecs, Quet- 
zaicoatl was a sublime being. But 
there are sources tht also suggest that 
he must have been a historical fig- 
ure, for just before AD 900 there was 
a Toltec king called Topiltzin who 
claimed for himself the title of Quet- 
zaicoatl. And here we take the ver- 
sion that President Lopez Portillo, 
now head of the Mexican people, 
writes about in his book “Quetzal- 
coatl, A Myth”— in that a king called 
Topiltzin was overthrown by a party 
of warriors about 987 and had to flee 
from Tula to Tlapallan, the Red Land 
in the East. The story of this flight is 
also supported by Maya sources, ac- 
cording to which a warlord from the 
west invaded Yucatan and founded 
the town of Chichen Itza in about 
987. The architecture of Chichen Itza 
in fact reveals very marked Toltec 
influences. The Toltec and Maya 


versions correspond completely, not 
only as regards the exact date of the 
flight from Tula and arrival in Yuca- 
tan, but also the departure over the 
sea to the east and the arrival from 
the west, also fit in quite logically. 
The case accordingly seems clear. 
Quetzaicoatl left Tula after his defeat 
and founded a new empire among 
the Maya, who never ceased to re- 
gard the newcomers as intruders, as 
the sources relating to the founda- 
tion of Chichen Itza reveal. 

Quetzaicoatl is accepted by the 
Toltecs. They venerate him because 
they regard his arrival to be a mir- 
acle. He overthrows their old gods. 
“You are powerful!” the old men 
cried. “You destroyed our god! You 
brought wind and then water! We no 
longer have a god. Stay with us. You 
will be the new god.” But Quetzai- 
coatl does not want to be a god, is not 
desirous of blood sacrifices. He only 
wants to teach them how to till the 
land, take care of the water and plant 
cotton, to be builders and artisans. 

Quetzaicoatl is the great culture- 
bringer of the Toltecs. Under his 
leadership they become a rich and 
mighty people and also dominate 
their neighbours. But as their power 
and their wealth increase, the Tol- 
tecs become comfort-loving, and re- 
cruit their laborers from neighbour- 
ing states. So the Toltecs grow to be 
Continued on page 35 



Mexican 20 pesos 
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EMERGENCY SMALL CHANGE 
PAPER TOKENS: By Sylvia Haffner 

Continued from a previous issue of 
THE SHEKEL Vol. XIII no. 5 pg. 24 
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The End, 


TRADITION 


Editors Note: One of the shortest 
and most meaningful speeches at 
the Greater Miami Beach Coin Con- 
vention was delivered by Mr, NA- 
HUM HACOHEN, Director of I.G- 
,C.A,M, -North America. It was short 
and sweet, and the message was — 
TRADITION 

Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentle- 
men. Tradition, this is our way — to 
survive, to preserve, to improve. 

We minted coins in Jerusalem 19 
centuries ago. We mint them there 
today. We keep the tradition. We 
commemorate both past and pres- 
ent. 


by N. Hacohen 

When digging in Jersusalem, tens 
of thousands of ancient coins have 
been found. Each tells a story. Each 
is an undisputed record. All of them 
corroborate one fact — OUR HERI- 
TAGE. 

Tradition — we still record our 
story through numismatics. Those 
of you who collect our coins and 
medals know it. It’s an exciting ex- 
perience. 

We appreciate your devotion, the 
steady support by the finest group I 
know — A.I.N.A. 

By now, it’s a TRADITION, Keep 
it, cherish it, grow! 


Continued from page 13 


Dry B ones 


Jerusalem,” and the obverse bears a 
design of Torii-like pillars symbol- 
izing the temple. The word “Torii” 
derived apparently from the Arama- 
ic word “taraa” — meaning “gate.” 
Joseph Eidelberg has written a book titled The 
Japanese and the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel, in 
which he claims that the Japanese are 
historically related to the Hebrews. The book 
has been published in Israel by The Sycamore 
Press, P.O. Box 835, Givatayim. 167 pages , 
hard cover, $6.95. 
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Shekels 

Dollars 

Herzl 

2,827 

425 

Weizmann 

8,730 

1,300 

Bank of Israel 

4,350 

650 

Bank of Israel 

23,000 

3,500 

Victory 

7,000 

1,050 

Jerusalem 

4,2000 

630 

Shalom 

4,000 

595 

Let My People Go 

7,500 

1,125 

Ben-Gurion 

4,050 

610 

Bonds 

3,075 

460 

30th Anniversary 

2,300 

345 

Peace with Egypt 

3,950 

595 

Jabotinsky 

4,950 

745 


Reprinted from Jerusalem Post with permission. 
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THE 1974 ALL COPPER ONE LIRA 

by Edward Baruch 


In the Israeli numismatic field, 
like in any other such hobby, we find 
that errors in coins, banknotes and 
medals occur with a frequency that 
makes them just about a notch above 
the ordinary. In my own collection, I 
happen to own a CU 1955 five-lirot 
Israeli Bank Note with the top serial 
number 356962 while the bottom 
reads 356963. Such errors happen in 
about every denomination from time 
to time and are explainable. 

However, during my stay at the 
Greater Miami Coin Convention last 
January I had the opportunity to 
meet Neil Policow, from Pittsburgh, 


Pa. He showed me a 1974 One Lira 
coin that he obtained some time ago 
from one of the auction houses. The 
moment I saw it I realized that this 
was no ordinary error. It was a 100 
percent copper planchet. The regular 
one lira comes only in 75 percent 
copper and 25 percent nickel, I knew 
right away that this piece was quite 
rare and possibly one of a kind, since 
in my eighteen years of collecting 
Israel and Judaica I never came 
across such an error, voluntary or 
involuntary, on the part of those as- 
signed to strike them. 

Continued on page 36 


Continued from page 30 

proud and ruthless exploiters, and 
the foreign workers and slaves begin 
to complain; Quetzalcoatl espouses 
their cause and the Toltecs turn 
against him. Finally, the oppressed 
workers revolt and are brutally sup- 
pressed in spite of the objections of 
Quetzalcoatl, and he himself is 
thrown into prison. 

But a grave drought ensues, and 
the people need Quetzalcoatl once 
more, but to no avail. And on the 
fortieth day of Quetzalcoatl’s fasting, 
thick clouds came and the sky rum- 
bled with thunder. And it rained, 
and rained, and rained. By then it 
was too late to hold up the workings 
of fate. The Toltecs had forgotten the 
arts of war while they had been liv- 
ing in plenty, and their arrogance 
had gained them the hatred of a 
neighbouring people, the Chichi- 
mecs. So they attack and destroy 
Tula, taking its enormous wealth 
and finally overthrowing the Toltec 
empire. And the aged Quetzalcoatl, 
who has been unable to ward off his 
defeat, leaves Tula. 

Before leaving, Quetzalcoatl deliv- 


ers his great prophecy: “Listen, lis- 
ten! And afterwards proclaim it in 
the land, because my return to the 
earth concerns the people. I shall 
return! I shall return! 1 love this alien 
land, where I have lived, sinned, and 
redeemed myself for fifty-two years. 
I shall return! My brothers will 
come! Listen! Listen! The kings will 
be vassals! Slaves will not exist! 
Your gods have crumbled! You have 
worshipped them without hope/ 

Here the myth ends and history 
begins, the history of Mexico. But 
without Quetzalcoatl and the an- 
cient Indian, modern Mexico would 
not exist. In the Mexican coat of 
arms an eagle holds a snake in its 
right talon: the Plumed Serpent, 
Quetzalcoatl. 

The plumed serpent reproduced 
on the Israel-Mexico medal was tak- 
en from a design by Reyes Santana, 
designer and engraver at the Bank- 
note Printing Works of the Banco de 
Mexico. The design reproduces two 
elements from pre-Hispanic art. One 
of these is the ornamental fretwork, 
the other the figure of Quetzalcoatl, 
one of the major deities in Mexican 
mythology. 
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Continued from page 3 5 

From the information gleaned and 
supplied by Mr. Policow, this coin 
was originally thought to be counter- 
feit. Consequently it was examined 
by both the Israel Government Coins 
& Medals Corporation as well as by 
the Israeli police authorities, and 
found to be a perfectly genuine coin, 
but struck in the wrong metal. Mr. 
Policow received the copper one lira 
together with the Israeli police certi- 
fication letter and the ion bombard- 
ment graph showing the metallic 
composition of the coin. 

I would like to have readers of 
“The Shekel” write to its Editor for 
additional details, in case other 
specimens in this category exist. I 
have examined the coin very careful- 

«ni*pna hods 

np>m»a 


ly, and based on my experience and 
comparison with similar one lira re- 
leased by the IGCAMC, found the 
striking to be one hundred percent 
genuine. 
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Official ^document from the testing laboratory of the Israeli Police Department Headquarters, 
confirming that the copper to nickel content is 10:1 ratio. True coins have a ratio of 2:1 . 
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COINTRAVERSY 


Editor’s Note: The following two articles appeared in the Feb , 3, 1981-World Coin 
News. These articles on two separate controversial subjects will u ndoubtably make 
your blood boil, and evoke a bitter taste. We bring these to your attention , information & 
reaction. We hope to hear from as many of you as possible. These articles have been 
reprinted with permission. 


MEDAL GOADS 
ISRAEL GOVT. 

An official protest has been lodged 
with the government of Egypt by 
Eliahu Ben-Elissar, Israeli ambassa- 
dor at Cairo, over the issuance of a 
government medal with eyelet in- 
tended for wear. 

The medal depicts an advancing 
Egyptian soldier stepping on a Star 
of David, the six-pointed emblem of 
the state of Israel and of world Jewry. 

The silver medal was presented to 
honored guests who viewed the Oct. 
6, 1980 military parade marking sev- 
en years since the 1973 Yom Kippur 
War, and the protest was lodged ear- 
ly in January, according to the news- 
paper Yediot Aharonot of Tel Aviv. 

The medal depicts an Egyptian 
soldier cocking his rifle and advanc- 
ing at a run three-quarters right over 
the Magen David (Star of David), 
after advancing over bomb fragments 
and a destroyed Israeli tank. The in- 
scriptions are in Arabic, official lan- 
guage of Egypt. 

Originally designed as a keychain 
ornament, the silver medal was dis- 
tributed to foreign ambassadors and 
military attaches serving in Cairo, as 
well as the parade guests. Dr. Ben- 
Elissar arrived late at the Oct. 6 cere- 
mony, and as Israel does not have a 
military attache in Cairo, no medal 
was received officially by any Israeli 
representative, the newspaper re- 
ported. 

A top diplomat of a Western em- 
bassy in Cairo described the medal 
to a correspondent for the newspa- 
Continued on page 40 


HITLER RESURGENCE SEEN 

by Avi Raz 

(From Ma'ariv, the Tel Aviv daily 
newspaper , Nov. 30, 1980. Translat- 
ed from the Hebrew by Yosef Sa’ar, 
Elat , Israel). 

Thirty-five years after the collapse 
of Nazi Germany, a commemorative 
medal has been issued in Austria — 
birthplace of the Fuehrer. The medal 
is being sold openly to all comers at 
official currency exchange offices. 

The silver-plated medal is sold for 
only 35 Austrian schilling (about 
U.S. $2.52). The year of mintage is 
not indicated on the medal, but it 
appears to be new, struck only re- 
cently. 

On one side is the effigy of the 
Fuehrer and the inscription ADOLF 
HITLER 1889-1945. On the reverse is 
the Nazi symbol — an eagle bearing 
the swastika and the legend EINE 
VOLK, EINE REICHE, EINE FUHRER 
(One people, one empire, one lead- 
er). 

The circulation of this commemo- 
rative medal was discovered, by ac- 
cident, by an Israeli, Harry Senzki, a 
resident of Netanya. About a month 
ago he was traveling on the road 
from Innsbruck (Austria) to Verona 
(Italy) and about 15 to 20 kilometers 
before the Italian border stopped at 
an official exchange office (wechsel- 
stube). 

Senzki told Ma’ariv, “Someone 
who entered after me turned to the 
clerk, ‘An Adolf Hitler medal, 
please.’ The clerk immediately 
Continued on page 44 
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THE MILL STREET SYNAGOGUE 


by Fred Bertram 

. . in every place where I 
cause My name to be men- 
tioned I will come unto thee 
and bless thee.” 

— Exodus 20:21 

On the seventh day of Passover, 
April 8, 1730, there was consecrated 
on Mill Street in colonial New York, 
the first synagogue designed and 
built in continental North America. 
The modest and simple house of 
worship, 35 feet square and only 21 
feet in height, “set back from the 
street in its own little courtyard,” 
stood out as a symbol of spiritual 
liberty achieved in a new land. As 
the congregants plodded to Sabbath 
morning services through the ever- 
present mud and dust of Mill Street, 
still early in the history of colonial 
America, they had reason for deep 
and abiding satisfaction. From the 
September day in 1654 when the 
founding fathers had stepped ashore 
at Dutch New Amsterdam, the small 
band of Jews struggled relentlessly 
and steadfastly for freedom of public 
worship. Since the 1650’s they had 
conducted services in private rooms 
or rented quarters. Now they were 
holding services in a publicly-recog- 
nized synagogue of their own build- 
ing, a right never again questioned. 
For most of the period, no Sabbath 



Mill Street Synagogue 


morning service had to be curtailed 
through lack of the religious quorum 
of ten, despite blizzard, storm and 
epidemic. 

Thus the little synagogue on Mill 
Street served the “remnant of Isra- 
el,” which is the meaning of “Shear- 
ith Israel,” as the congregation had 
become known by 1728. Six months 
after the consecration, a sukkah (har- 
vest booth) was built in the yard in 
the rear of the synagogue. A mikveh 
(ritual bath) was soon added. The 
spring which powered the mill of 
Mill Street served as the source of 
water. 

A major addition to its historic 
synagogue was dedicated by the 
Shearith Israel congregation in 1731, 
again on the seventh day of Passover. 
The addition served as a school, 
meeting hall, center of administra- 
tive activities and even, at times, the 
residence of the teacher. In 1758, 28 
years after the consecration of the 
synagogue, the congregation bought, 
for 300 pounds, the house immedi- 
ately to the west, the residence of the 
shammash, Elias Solomon. In 1790, 
a house was built immediately to the 
east of the synagogue for Gershom 
Mendes Seixas, the first native 
American to serve as minister-haz- 
zan. 

Continued on page 40 
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LETTERS 

TO THE EDITOR 




25 mm Aluminum 
Blank reverse 


Beth Israel Legion; and the crescent 
and Mogen David tokens. 

The Shomer Hadas and the Beth 
Israel are, obviously, of U.S. origin. 
The crescent and Mogen David to- 
ken appears, to me, to be of foreign 
origin. I have had these tokens for a 
long time, in fact, I took the Shomer 
Hadas token to Israel on the first 
AINA tour in 1969. I would be hap- 
py to hear from anyone that can 
shed some light as to location and 
use of the above tokens. 

Again, Nat, best wishes to you 
and the Shekel! 

With Sincerity, 

Ben Odesser 

Editor’s Note: 

Dear Ben; Am consenting with 
your wish, and the “Numisteries” 
are printed herewith. Any of the 
readers who can identify these to- 
kens, please write, so we can print it 
for the benefit of all the collectors. 

N.S. 


Dear Readers. The following article 
was printed in the last issue, how- 
ever, the photos were omitted in 
error. Therefore, I am reprinting it 
again. 

N.S. 

Dear Nat, 

Congratulations on becoming Edi- 
tor of the Shekel. I wish you success 
and assure you of my support and 
cooperation. I just received Volume 
XIII, No. 5, and it is excellent and 
enjoyable to read. 

In the interest of ‘creating’ an arti- 
cle to possibly identify items of Jew- 
ish interest as to location and time 
used, I would appreciate you more 
if you were to find space to print 
these 3 mystery tokens, the photos 
of which I am enclosing herewith. 
The obverses and reverses are pic- 
tured, even the Shomer Hadas token 
has a blank reverse. 

So here are the photos of the three 
pieces, as follows: Shomer Hadas; 


20 mm Aluminum 


22 mm Yellow Bronze 


40 


Re-printed from — Judaic Numismatic 
Newsletter by William M. Rosenblum, 
VOL II, No 4^ Dec, 1980. 

The new issue of THE SHEKEL 
arrived on our desk this week com- 
plete with a new editor — who actu- 
ally is the old editor, Nat Sobel. In 
all honesty we must say we are 
slightly disappointed with this is- 
sue. Maybe we got spoiled during 
Ed Schuman’s brief tenure as Edi- 
tor, but we felt that during his lead- 
ership THE SHEKEL contained a 
great many in-depth articles of in- 
terest to the numismatist and the 
syngraphist. While we realize the 
ties among AINA and Israel and the 
Jewish religion, we must remember 
that the main purpose of the AINA 
is numismatics. There were too 
many articles about Israel about the 
Jewish religion and others with only 
a vague reference to numismatics. 
We would certainly like to see THE 
SHEKEL stay in the direction that 
Ed Schuman was headed, although 
we know that there were some very 
interesting numismatic articles in 
this issue. 

Dear Editor, 

I have wanted to say something 
about this “New Shekel”, Sept-Oct 
issue, 1980. After re-reading the 
magazine, & finding that it was most 
refreshing, I thought it was about 
time to tell you. 

1. This issue, from the Presi- 
dent’s message to the final inner 
page, more closely approaches the 
aims of A.I.N.A. 

2. The inclusion of the recent 
past with articles and features like, 
“The Jewish Connection,” Max 
Reinhardt, and INSpirations, and 
the distant past with Bar Kochba 
and Flavius Josephus, appealed to 
me as an innovative venture. 

3. If the high standards can con- 
tinue, then in the words of the last 
sentence of “The Jewish Connec- 
tion”, pg. 29, “You made all Ameri- 


cans walk a little taller and left a 
proud heritage for Jews all over the 
world.” We in the U.S. need more of 
this kind of message. 

I congratulate you and hope you 
continue to broaden the focus of 
“The Shekel”. In my opinion, mem- 
bership will be sought after by all 
persons interested in the aims of 
A.I.N.A. 

Keep up the good work! 

Michael Marcus 
Editor's Comment: This just re-iter- 
ates — Two sides to every Sheqel. 

Dear Nat, 

The last two editions of “The 
Shekel” have been super! Congratu- 
lations. 

The information contained in all 
editions of “The Shekel” is, and has 
been educational, enlightening and 
certainly interesting to say the least. 
However, I wish to call your atten- 
tion to p. 18 of the latest Einstein 
issue, an article dealing with the 
“Trends of Modem Israeli Numis- 
matics”. I very much enjoyed this 
article, and would suggest this as a 
regular feature. I believe that I speak 
for many readers of “The Shekel” 
who would like to see a rundown of 
the market in our specialty, Israeli 
numismatics. 

Shalom , 

Kurt E. Levy 

Dear Kurt, 

We believe your suggestion is a 
good one, and hope to print it in 
The Shekel periodically. 

N.S. 

Dear Mr. Sobel, 

You asked for comments on the 
name of AINA’s fine publication. 

Let’s keep our name “Shekel” on 
the publication. It covers all Jewish 
coins & numismatic items back to 
biblical times. I get the impression 
the word “Sheqel” is a modem only 
version. 

Continued on page 44 
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ISRAEL’S COINS AND MEDALS ON NEW 
SLIDE AND FILMSTRIP PROGRAM 


A colorful new audio-visual pres- 
entation for collectors and schools is 
now available in both filmstrips and 
slide sets with cassette recordings. 
The program was produced jointly 
by the Israel Government Coins and 
Medals Corporation Ltd. and the De- 
partment of Education and Culture 
of the World Zionist Organization. 

This exciting filmstrip (or slide 
set) brings the past vividly to life 
through documentary slides and 
colorful montages. In addition to 
providing historical and archeologi- 
cal background, this unusual presen- 
tation highlights Jewish holidays 
and illustrates such life cycles as 
Pidyon Haben, Bar and Bat Mitzvah, 
and weddings. 

The handsomely designed coins 
and medals not only reflect contem- 
porary life in Israel but also shed 
light on Jewish customs and tradi- 


tions throughout the world. This 
new production provides an out- 
standing program for educational 
groups of all ages as well as for indi- 
vidual collectors and coin clubs. 

Israel’s coins and medals forge a 
living link between the ancient He- 
brew commonwealth and the mod- 
ern Jewish state. The coins ex- 
changed in the supermarkets in Tel 
Aviv today bear the same symbols 
used on the coins traded in the mar- 
ketplace in Jerusalem 2000 years 
ago. 

The price of each filmstrip and 
cassette program is $18.00; for each 
slide and cassette program the price 
is $25.00, Please send orders and 
payment to; 

Publications Department 
World Zionist Organization 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 


Continued from page 39 
By the middle of the eighteenth 
century, the little synagogue on Mill 
Street began to feel the strain of a 
membership expanded by immigra- 
tion and growing families. Finally, 
the congregation decided in 1817 to 
rebuild and enlarge the original 
structure, it being recorded, “the sit- 
uation of our place of worship is 
deplorable.” Successively, Shearith 
Israel moved to synagogue buildings 
erected in 1834 at 56 Crosby Street, 
and in 1860 on the north side of 19th 
Street just west of Fifth Avenue. In 
1897 the present synagogue was 
erected at Central Park West and 
70th Street.* Within its “Little Syna- 
gogue,” reposes the Tebah (reader's 
desk) which was used in 1730 and is 
represented on the medal. 

Although the historic synagogue 
on Mill Street has disappeared, it 


stands as a milestone in the struggle 
for religious liberty — a struggle 
joined by the small band of proud 
Jews who braved the spiritual wil- 
derness of colonial America. 

*The original Mill Street site is now 22-24 South 
William Street. 

MILL STREET SYNAGOGUE 

Portrayed on the medal is the Tebah (reader’s 
desk) used in the Mill Street Synagogue in 
1730. 

Sculptured by Karen Worth 


Continued from page 38 
per A1 Ha-mishma r, who passed the 
information to the prime minister's 
office in Jerusalem. 

A World Coin News correspond- 
ent in Eilat, Israel. Yosef Sa’ar, re- 
vealed that paintings similar to the 
design on the medal may be found in 
government offices in Cairo, 


INSpirations 


1981 ISRAEL GREAT LAKES COIN 
SEMINAR PLANNING BEGINS 


The Israel Numismatic Society of 
Cleveland, founded in 1967 to pro- 
mote the understanding of the histo- 
ry of Israel through collecting its 
coins and paper money, will be host 
to the Great Lakes Israel Numismatic 
Seminar to be held in Cleveland, Oc- 
tober 23, 24 and 25, 1981. The three- 
day educational event will be at the 
Sheraton Inn-Euclid East, located at 
the intersection of U.S. Interstates 90 
and 271. 

According to Harvey Stone, Treas- 
urer of the I.N.S. of Cleveland and 
Chairman of the 1981 Great Lakes 
Seminar, the weekend event is co- 
sponsored nationally by the Ameri- 
can Israel Numismatic Association 
(A.I.N.A.J, the second largest organi- 
zation in North America devoted to 
numismatics ... or the science of 
coin collecting. 

The seminar is scheduled to be a 
“major Israel coin collectors’ hap- 
pening for the Midwest.” Featured 
will be nationally prominent speak- 
ers and guests, including Morris 
Bram, founder and president of 
A.I.N.A., and Stanley Yulish, noted 
Cleveland attorney and recognized 
author and researcher in the fields of 
Judaic coins and stamps. Represen- 
tation is also expected from the Isra- 
el Numismatic Societies of Michi- 
gan, Illinois, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh 
and New York, among others. Addi- 
tional personalities may include the 
Director of North American Oper- 
ations of the Israel Government 
Coins & Medals Corporation, the of- 
ficial distributor of Israel ’s special 
commemorative coins and state 
medals. 


Friday, October 23, will be a regis- 
tration evening, but Saurday, the 
24th, will offer a full day of numis- 
matic research presentations and ad- 
dresses, a possible auction and an 
evening banquet. For Sunday, Octo- 
ber 25th, a public collector/dealer 
coin bourse is scheduled at the 
Sheraton Euclid East from 10:30 a.m. 
until 4:00 p.m. with over twenty 
dealers offering Israel and other 
world coins for sale. 

Although in the planning stage 
now, further details will be forth- 
coming. Requests for information 
may be directed to Harvey Stone, 
4404 Churchill, University Heights, 
Ohio 44118. The Israel Numismatic 
Society itself meets monthly at 8:00 
p.m. on the third Thursday at the 
Mayfield Heights Recreation Center 
on Marsol Road near the Golden 
Gate Shopping Center, Interested 
visitors are always welcome. 
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Continued from page 14 
time. This novel was received en- 
thusiastically at that time, and he 
earned the most prestigious medal, 
the “Lenin Order”. But a few years 
later, some parts of the book which 
speak in favor of the Russian allies 
during the war, and about the parti- 
sans of Tito in Yugoslavia, were 
found faulty with the new political 
line. The book was then officially 
and sharply criticised. Ehrenbourg 
always had the talent to adopt him- 
self to the readers market, and to the 
spirit which moved in the official 
Government circles. Without a spir- 
itual and material homeland, a cos- 
mopolitan, he also knew to write in 
pathos and rage. A medal in his 
honor was struck by the Paris Mint 
in Bronze and in Silver 60 mm. in 
diameter. 

Compiled from the Encyclopedia 
Hebraica 


Continued from page 17 

Presently there are 8000 Jews in 
Denmark and almost all live in Co- 
penhagen. The relationship be- 
tween Denmark and Israel is exem- 
plary. Denmark was one of the first 
countries of the World to recognize 
Israel as a State when they needed 
friends the most. 

There are many Danish Jews and 
non-Jews alike that go to Israel to 
work on Kibbutzim. 

The non-Jewish population in 
Denmark have donated immense 
amounts of money to various chari- 
table organizations in Israel, 

The writer has become quite in- 
terested in the above subject. Of all 
the articles I have dealt with in the 
past, this one is one of the most 
interesting, I would urge any and all 
who are interested in items Judaica, 
to try to include one specimen of 
these coins that were minted from 
1644 to 1648 in their collection. 
They represent a better era in the 
life of our Jewish brethren. 


Continued from page 42 
I like our journal mast head with 
the ancient coins, let’s keep it. 

At the bottom of “The Shekel” 
story Sept-Oct ’80 page 16 — the sto- 
ry reads: “Please note that Israel’s 
“SHEQUEL” is spelled with a “Q” 
which is not a typographical error. 
After all, we own the copyright on 
“The Shekel” spelled with a “K”. 
My question; since AINA owns the 
(Israeli?) copyright to the word 
“Shekel” is this the reason the Israe- 
li gov’t was forced to render its new 
currency spelling “Sheqel”? 

I hope you will answer in your 
column “The Shekel,” 

Happy Holidays 
Fred Drost, N.L.G. 

Editor’s Note: After speaking with 
Mr. Drost over the phone, we under- 
stood that it was all in jest. He was 
having fun with my pun. 


Continued from page 38 
handed him one. He paid and gazed 
at the medal, remarking ‘How hap- 
py I am!’ 

“I wanted to verify if the medal 
was for sale to the public in general. 
I asked the clerk, ‘Hitler medal, 
please,’ and received one. I didn’t 
ask anything else. I couldn’t speak. 
My family and my wife’s family 
were destroyed in the Holocaust.” 

Ma’ariv last night inquired with 
the Austrian Embassy press attache 
in Israel, Barbara Tauper. “I’m sure 
that sale of Hitler commemorative 
medals is against the law,” was her 
reply. “I’ve never heard of such a 
thing, and the whole story sounds 
very unusual.” 

The Austrian diplomat added that 
she would bring the subject up with 
the ambassador and pass the details 
to Vienna for verification. 

The Ma’ariv article reproduced the obverse of 
the Hitler commemorative medal, with right- 
facing Hitler bust . It is not suitable for repro- 
duction here. It does not appear to resembie 
earlier , known Hitler medals. — Editor . 
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The 

9th GREATER NEW YORK COIN CONVENTION | 

will be held 

APRIL 30 - MAY 3, 1981 

at the 

New York Sheraton Hotel, Seventh Avenue at 56th Street 
New York City 

For further information, contact 

JULIUS TUROFF, General Chairman, 

P,Q, Box 25790, Tamarac, FL 33320 


The 

SECOND ANNUAL GREATER NEW YORK 
CURRENCY CONVENTION 

will be held 

SEPTEMBER 11 - 13, 1981 

at the 

New York Sheraton, Hotel, Seventh Avenue at 56th Street 
New York City 

For further information, contact 

MOE WEJNSCHEL, General Chairman, 

P.O. Box 25790, Tamarac, Florida 3332Q 


Ail Conventions will have 
Exhibits, Bourse, Educational Forums, Auctions, 
and Investment Seminars, 


ADMISSION IS FREE 





The Board of Directors 
of the 

American Israel Numismatic Association 

has authorized 

the Minting of a Limited Edition Medal 
to be Struck in Gold and Silver, Celebrating 
A.I.N.A/S 13 th Anniversary 




Obverse: 

Reverse: 

Size: 

Designer: 

Minting: 


The number 13 — the Torah, and around the rim are the words 
“Bar Mitzvah of The American Israel Numismatic Association, 
1967-1980/' 

A.I.N.A. logo (based on a design by Nat Sofaeh N.Y., 1967) set in 
a series of raised waves of sculpted metal suggesting the past 
and present of a vibrant organization. 

37mm, Vs troy o Z. of 14K gold. 

37mm, 4/10 oz, of solid sterling silver. 

Howard AM, Florida. 

Okie Philadelphia Minting and Fine Arts Company Ltd. 


* Gold, 37mm, Vs troy oz. of 14K gold. $275,00 

* Silver, 37mm, 4/10 troy oz. of solid sterling silver ............. $ 25.00 


(shipping/handling charges included) 

Members outside the USA must submit a U.S. $ Bank Draft payable through a 
bank in the United States. 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO A.I.N.A. , INC. 

P.O. BOX 25790, TAMARAC, FLA. 33320 

PLEASE NOTE ORDERING DEADLINE: JUNE 15, 1981 





